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to Our State, Our Communities, 
Our Citizens
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The SCHA 2007 Hospital Community Benefits Report is an initiative of the South
Carolina Hospital Association (SCHA) and its member hospitals. Over the past year,
South Carolina hospitals voluntarily submitted their data to SCHA using a detailed
questionnaire developed ten years ago by the Michigan Hospital Association and
used today by several states where hospitals submit community benefits data.
The questionnaire mirrors guidelines developed jointly by the Voluntary Hospital
Association (VHA) and the Catholic Hospital Association (CHA), which are often
considered a national model for the collection of hospital community benefits data.
Additional information was secured from the South Carolina Office of Research and
Statistics, which is part of the State Budget and Control Board to which South
Carolina hospitals routinely report data.


Community benefits are an added value

Beyond traditional medical care, community benefits are one of the most powerful
indicators of the value hospitals provide to their communities. Just ask the 4.8
million South Carolinians who received health care and services valued at more
than $1.3 billion. Many of these beneficiaries had nowhere else to turn for care
and support except their local hospital.
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When there’s nowhere else to turn, the uninsured turn to hospitals

More than 700,000 South Carolinians, or about 16.2 percent of the state’s population,
have no health insurance. With no ability to pay, they have few choices. Many avoid
care until seriously ill. Most rely on hospital emergency rooms for care.

In 2006, hospitals participating in the community benefits survey provided more than
$502 million in charity care to individuals with no means to pay for their care or who
simply did not pay their hospital bills. Hospitals also subsidized health services to
the tune of $99.5 million. In addition, hospitals provided more than $7.5 million in
other community-based clinical services and nearly $1 million in free or discounted
prescriptions and supplies to patients.
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Early detection and prevention 
are the best medicine

Illness and disease are costly to treat, particularly in advanced stages. Recognizing
that, hospitals have long offered low- or no-cost community health screenings. In
2006, South Carolina hospitals conducted 108,595 health screenings valued at more
than $2.5 million. Ranging from blood pressure screens to prostate and breast cancer
screens to diabetes screens, such actions are worth the investment. Catching early
stage disease can save individuals, businesses and hospitals millions of dollars. More
importantly, it can be the difference in life or death.

Hospitals also prevent disease by providing immunizations like flu shots. In 2006,
17,465 South Carolinians received free or low-cost shots that cost hospitals $44,423.
Disease avoidance saves on health care costs, lost workdays and lost quality of life.

Investing in the hospital workforce

Hospitals represent one of the largest employers in South Carolina. Educating the
workforce, whether providing continuing education to doctors, nurses and other
workers or providing scholarships to future health care professionals, represents a
major investment by hospitals. In 2006, South Carolina’s hospitals spent nearly $50
million on education for the various health professions.

Lean on me

When times get tough—a death in the family, the diagnosis of a life-threatening 
disease—people turn to hospitals for a variety of support services. South Carolina’s
hospitals provide strong shoulders to lean on and do so willingly. In 2006, hospitals
provided 110,438 citizens with:

$1,228,001 ............................in family support services

$916,796 ............................................in support groups

$358,745......................................in counseling services

$162,036..........................................in self-help services




